
By Bishop Sebastian Adayanthrath 
     In February 2003, I was ex-
tremely delighted to be in Mota 
Varnora to witness the rehabilita-
tion project.  Our co-workers had 
completed the housing and there 
was an inauguration ceremony in 
which we were fortunate to give the 
keys of the houses to their new 
owners.  
     The people in Mota Varnora 
faced this tragic earthquake with 
great courage. All of them lost their 
homes and their simple belongings, 

but what they did not lose was 
their hope. The hope that they have 
is deeply rooted within them, which 
the world or the material riches 
cannot give.  
     One prime example of this hope 
was exemplified when a family 
invited us for a wedding reception. 
Upon arrival, we were presented 
with a large plate of food and then 
asked to join the people gathered.  
We all sat together to share the 
food from the same plate. For me, it 
resembled the Eucharist where 

  Welcome to Mota Varnora  

Rising from the Ruins 
Gujarat Rehabilitation Project Newsletter Update 

Partnering with the 
Poor for a Just World 

Dear Friends, 
     This special publication update is 
dedicated to all the victims of the dev-
astating earthquake that shook the 
Indian state of Gujarat on the morning 
of Jan. 26, 2001.  The earthquake 
was one of the most destructive  to 
strike India in its recorded history, 
leaving more than 20,000 dead and 
166,000 injured. 
     Through thousands of generous 
supporters, Save A Family Plan re-
ceived $542,232 in donations and 
was able to select the village of Mota 
Varnora for it‘s rehabilitation project.  
This village lies only 20 miles from the 

epicentre of the quake and was 90% 
destroyed.   
     In this newsletter you will read  sto-
ries from Bishop Sebastian and from, 
two of our staff members who travelled 
to this village, and also from Xavier, 
our staff member in the field, who give 
witness to the wonderful work that has 
been done since the earthquake. 
     We owe a great debt of gratitude 
to  many people including our hard-
working staff on-site in Mota Varnora, 
the Gujarat government and  to all 
our faithful friends and supporters 
who have made the dream of rebuild-
ing  this village a reality. 

The power of hope 

One of the villagers –   
Mr. Hamid and his young  

son sit outside  
their new home 
(see inside story) 

Bishop Sebastian receives a traditional welcome from a young Rabari girl 

there were no barriers between 
us and all of us were one. 
People were willing to share 
what they had and to go to any 
extent to give themselves to 
others. They were hopeful 
about their future, because 
they deeply valued this prin-
ciple of sharing.  
     The poor continue to teach 
us and sometimes make us 
ashamed of the things we hold 
fast in our lives: things are im-
portant to us, but persons are 
important to them; money is 
important to us, but friendship 
is important to them; accumu-
lating wealth is important to 
us, but sharing what they have 
is important to them; while we 
are preoccupied about the fu-
ture, they are enjoying the day.  
     The villagers of Mota Var-
nora were beaming with hope 
as they entered their new 
houses. They had beautiful 
smiles on their faces, not only 
because they had new homes, 
but because they found new 
friends at Save A Family Plan. 

Save A Family Plan 



were extremely impoverished and there were visible 
signs of illness as a result of inadequate food and 
water.  Compassion and care overcame my senses 
for these proud but poor people.   
     My trip to India has been a highlight of my life.  I 
will never forget the spirituality, hospitality and 
friendship of this community and it's people.  I miss 
the people and the country very much.   

By Patty Keffer, SAFP Canada 

     In May 2003, I had the privilege to travel to the 
village of Mota Varnora. As I descended from the 
plane, I felt like I was breathing in an oven as the 
temperature was between 42 and 48º C.  

     During my stay, I saw the houses that were un-
der construction and it was interesting to watch 
how the cement was made by hand.  The women 
carried the wet cement on their heads in large 
round tin saucers to where the men were working 
at spreading and smoothing the cement.  
     It was amazing to see how everyone worked to-
gether to complete each other's home. These 
homes had a kitchen but some of the women pre-
ferred to cook outside. One woman went and 
milked a goat, started a fire, heated the milk to 
make tea and when it was ready, handed me a 
saucer full of this delicious drink.  
     I was impressed with the families as they had 
little to give, but gave what they had with an open 
heart.  The children were laughing, playing and 
running around, even though it was evident they 
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Ongoing rehabilitation  

Working together to build a home 

Future activities planned for Mota Varnora 
     Save A Family Plan has made a commitment to continue this 
journey through initiating activities based on the needs defined by 
the people within the village.  Over the next year, the following  pro-
jects are planned: 
∗ Construction of 10 sanitary latrines 
∗ 80 income generation projects  
∗ Formation of Weavers’ Co-operative 
∗ Construction of 50 weaving worksheds 
∗ Construction of a community centre 
∗ Construction of 25 “smokeless chulahs”/cook stoves 
∗ Water supply/pipeline for drinking water 
∗ Formation of children, youth, and womens’ group  
∗ Environmental Program: model farm and seedling distribution  
∗ Formation of farmers’ club (including seed and fertilizer bank) 
∗ School accessories (benches, playground, maps, etc.) 
∗ Adult and remedial education 
∗ Health centre and resource library 
∗ Internal road with proper drainage 

Thank you to everyone for your ongoing support.  If you have any 
questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

A young Rabari girl, Ganga 
Lasubai, proudly wears her new 
school uniform and tends the 


